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teed enough food, enough living space, and every possible oppor-
tunity for leisure of the more intelligent sort.
To our western way of thinking, all this is about as topsy-turvy
as Einstein's conception of a four- or five-dimensional universe*
But one-seventh of all the land of this planet, a country three times
as large as the United States, is now living under this system, a
system that is making itself felt all over the world. It is not being
preached by some poor little country like Norway or Switzerland,
but by one of the richest nations on earth, possessed of every form
of wealth. Pious prayers and angry editorials will hardly upset it,
because the Russian people are completely cut off from the rest of
the world, read very few foreign books, never see any but strictly
censored foreign newspapers, and might as well be living on the
planet Mars for all they really know about their neighbours.
The leaders, of course, are aware of the criticism that is levelled
against them, but they don't care. They are too busy doing other
things, organizing their White Russian Republics and their
Ukrainian Soviet Republic and their Trans-Caucasian Federation
of Soviet Republics and their Kirghiz Soviet Republic and their
Bashkir Republic and their Tartar Soviet Republics, to spend much
time worrying about the approval or disapproval of that western
world which they profess to regard as a pathetic historical revival,
a nice exhibition for the museum of anti-religion, opened some
years ago in the Tsar's former palace.
Time will show us what is to become of this strange experiment,
this Asiatic mysticism combined with the European sense of
actuality. But the Great Russian Plain has come to life and the rest
of the world would do well to take notice, for Bolshevism may be
only a dream, but Russia is a feet,